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Examiner Art Unit 
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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-34 are pending in the application. 

Priority 

No claim for priority has been made. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "101, 103, 105" has been used to designate different 
items on both figures 2 and 3. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: 
517, 539. A proposed drawing correction, corrected drawings, or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference sign(s) in the description, are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
o Page 9 line 33, playback server 100 not shown in figures, 
o Page 10 line 31 , Step 573 not shown in figures. 
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o Page 1 5 line 1 , Step 55 not shown in figures. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 30-34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shteyn 
(US Patent Number 661 1654). 

In regards to claim 30, Shteyn discloses a media program storage system 
comprising: 

o A plurality of media program receivers, each including access to a plurality of 
media program signals, at least one media program signal being accessible at 
less than all of the plurality of media program receivers (geographically 
positioned servers for receiving media programs for media signals not available 
at all servers, col 1 line 66 - col 2 line 6). 

o Request serving apparatus responsive to a storage request from a client for 
storage of a media program signal identified by the client for sending the request 
for storage to a media program receiver having access to the media program 
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requested (a server to receive requests and selecting a storage device, col 2 
lines 53-57). 

o Storage apparatus at the media program receiver receiving the storage request 
sent from the request apparatus for storing the requested multimedia program 
(the server receives a request from the client, col 2 lines 53-55). 

In regards to claim 31 , Shteyn discloses the request serving apparatus stores 
accessibility data representing the accessibility of media program signals at the media 
program receiver (the server contains an electronic guide to a broadcast containing data 
representing the accessibility of the media program, col 1 line 37). 

In regards to claim 32, Shteyn discloses the request server analyzes the 
accessibility data to identify a media program receiver having access to the media 
program requested (the server uses a listing to find a geographically suited storage 
device, col 1 lines 34-43). 

In regards to claim 33, Shteyn discloses the media program receiving 
arrangement receiving the storage request notifies the client originating the request that 
the requested storage has occurred (the server that stores the event then streams the 
event to the client, after receiving a playout location from the previously notified client, 
col 1 lines 43-54). 
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In regards to claim 34, Shteyn discloses the media program receiving 
arrangement receiving the storage request receives a request from the client for 
delivery of the stored media program and delivers the stored media program to the 
client in streaming video format over the computer network (the server streams the 
recorded data to a location specified by the client after recording, col 1 lines 46-54). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Shteyn in view of Peterson et al. (US Patent Number 6594682), hereinafter referred to 

as Peterson. 

In regards to claim 1, Shteyn discloses a method of remote media program 
recording via a computer network comprising: 

o Providing a plurality of media programs (a complete television broadcast list, col 
1 lines 36-37). 

o Receiving from a client via the computer network, a request to deliver a specified 
media program to the client, the request specifying a format for delivery (the 
server receives a request for a specified media program from the client via a 
network specifying the format for delivery, col 2 lines 53-59). 
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o Selecting and storing in digital format the media program specified by the client 
(the server records the broadcast in the format selected by the client, col 2 lines 
55-59). 

Shteyn however does not directly disclose sending to the client, via the computer 
network, a message identifying a computer network address from which the stored 
media program can be accessed. 

Peterson discloses a system for the scheduling and delivery of media content to 
a client. In this system Peterson discloses sending a message to the client via the 
computer network a message identifying a computer network address from which the 
stored media program can be accessed (a notification is made to the client by the 
scheduling subsystem that contains sufficient information, such as a network address, 
and explains how to retrieve the data, col 4 lines 20-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shteyn to 
include sending to the client, via the computer network, a message identifying a 
computer network address from which the stored media program can be accessed as 
taught by Peterson. Including this would increase the ease with which the user can 
retrieve recorded media from the server, and also allow the user to download the media 
at a time more convenient for the client. 

In regards to claim 2, Shteyn fails to disclose receiving from the client via the 
computer network a request for access to the stored media program. Peterson however 
shows the client sending a request to the server for access to the stored media program 
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(after receiving the notification, the client contacts the server and attempts to download 
the media, col 4 lines 30-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shteyn to 
include a client request to access the stored media as taught by Peterson to increase 
efficiency at the server end by improving scheduling at the server. 

In regards to claim 3, Shteyn discloses transmitting the stored media program to 
the client via the computer network in the format specified during request receiving (the 
media program is recorded and transferred to the user based on the users preferences 
and the capabilities of the playback devices, or the format is selected by the user based 
on the playback device, col 1 lines 45-54, col 2 lines 22-25). 

In regards to claim 4, Shteyn discloses the digital format for storing the specified 
media program is a format compatible with the format specified during request receiving 
(the server stores and sends the recorded program to a storage system in the format as 
requested by the client, col 2 lines 53-55, 62-67). 

In regards to claim 5, Shteyn discloses wherein the specified format is a 
streaming video format (col 2 lines 63-63). 

In regards to claim 6, Shteyn discloses a plurality of streaming video formats are 
provided and the computer network address sent to the client identifies a server capable 
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of providing streaming video in the format requested by the client (the program is 
recorded to a server storage system and then streamed to the client, a network address 
is inherently associated with the server and supplied to the client for playback, col 1 
lines 46-54). 

In regards to claim 7, Shteyn discloses the media program is of predetermined 
time duration and the message sent to the client is sent after the time duration of the 
media program has passed (the server utilizes a program guide containing the 
predetermined lengths of the programs to be recorded, and after storing the program it 
is streamed to the client, col 1 lines 34-56). 

In regards to claim 8, Shteyn discloses the program transmitting occurs while the 
selecting and storing is occurring (if there is sufficient bandwidth, the server may stream 
the program directly to the client for play out as the storage is occurring without local 
client recording, but still with server storage, col 4 lines 15-18). 

In regards to claim 9, Shteyn discloses the message identifying a computer 
network address is sent to the client at substantially the same time that the selecting 
and storing begins so that the media program can be delivered to the client substantially 
in real time (if there is sufficient bandwidth, the server, using a network address, may 
stream the program directly to the client for play out as the storage is occurring, col 4 
lines 15-18). 
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In regards to claim 10, Shteyn discloses a remote media program recording and 
replay system for use over a computer network comprising: 

o A plurality of media program signals each representing a media program (a 

complete television broadcast list, col 1 lines 36-37). 
o A plurality of media delivery devices, each media delivery device for providing 

stored media programming in a predetermined format over the computer network 

(a plurality of servers used for delivery of media located in several geographic 

locations, col 1 lines 39-42). 
o A server for receiving via the computer network a recording request from a client, 

the recording request specifying a media program and a delivery format in which 

the client desires to receive the media program (the server receives a request for 

a specified media program from the client via a network specifying the format for 

delivery, col 2 lines 53-59). 
o Selecting and converting apparatus for selecting the specified media program 

from the plurality of media program signals and for converting the selected media 

program into a digital format (the server selects and converts the broadcast into 

the digital format selected by the client, col 2 lines 55-59). 
o Storage apparatus for storing the selected media program in the digital format 

provided by the selecting and converting apparatus (the server selects an 

appropriate storage device, col 2 lines 55-57). 
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o The media delivery device, being responsive to a delivery request from the client 
received via the computer network for transmitting the stored media program to 
the client via the computer network (the server can transmit the recorded 
program as streaming audio or as a data file to be stored remotely via a network, 
col 2 lines 62-66, col 3 lines 53-56). 

Shteyn however does not directly disclose a notifying apparatus responsive to 
the completion of storage of the specified media program by the storage apparatus for 
notifying the client of a computer network address specifying one of the media delivery 
devices and a data file of the storage apparatus storing the specified media program. 

Peterson discloses a system for the scheduling and delivery of media content to 
a client. In this system Peterson discloses a notifying apparatus for sending a message 
to the client via the computer network a message identifying a computer network 
address from which the stored media program can be accessed (a notification is made 
to the client by the scheduling subsystem that contains sufficient information, such as a 
network address, and explains how to retrieve the data, col 4 lines 20-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shteyn to 
include a notifying apparatus for sending to the client, via the computer network, a 
message identifying a computer network address from which the stored media program 
can be accessed as taught by Peterson. Including this would increase the ease with 
which the user can retrieve recorded media from the server, and also allow the user to 
download the media at a time more convenient for the client. 
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In regards to claim 1 1 , Shteyn discloses at least one of the plurality of media 
program signals represents a time based broadcast signal (a sporting event with a 
definitive start time, col 2 lines 47-49) and the recording and replay system comprises: 
o A scheduler which is responsive to a recording request and broadcast time 

information for selecting a specified media program (the server utilizes an 

electronic programming guide to find the broadcast time before recording, col 1 

lines 37-39). 

In regards to claim 12, Shteyn discloses the media program requested by the 
client is a television broadcast of a sporting event (a basketball game is selected for 
recording, col 3 lines 61-62). 

In regards to claim 13, Shteyn discloses the media program requested by the 
client is a motion picture (a television network program can be recorded, whether a 
television show or motion picture, col 3 lines 25-29). 

In regards to claim 14, Shteyn discloses the system prepares for delivery to a 
client only media programs or portions of media programs broadcast after the receipt by 
the web server of the request from a client (the server does not begin to store or 
transmit until a program is selected, col 1 lines 35-39). 
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In regards to claim 15, Shteyn discloses the storage apparatus stores the media 
program in an uncompressed digital format [Utilizing a hard drive to store the digital 
data sent directly from the server (col 3 lines 53-56), the server neither storing or 
altering the data, transmitting an uncompressed digital format to the client (col 4 lines 5- 
7)]. 

In regards to claim 16, Shteyn discloses at least one of the media delivery 
devices delivers media programs in a streaming video format (col 2 lines 63-63). 

In regards to claim 17, Shteyn discloses the media delivery device delivers media 
programs in a streaming video format. Real Media is a streaming video format and 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize for streaming the program to 
the client. 

In regards to claim 18, Shteyn discloses the media delivery device delivers media 
programs in a streaming video format. Net Show Video is a streaming video format and 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize for streaming the program to 
the client. 

In regards to claim 19, Shteyn discloses a remote media program delivery 
system for use over an Internet comprising: 
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o A plurality of time scheduled media program signals each representing a media 
program (a complete television broadcast list, col 1 lines 36-37). 

o A plurality of Internet media delivery devices, each media delivery device for 
transmitting media programming in a predetermined format over the Internet (a 
plurality of servers used for delivery of media located in several geographic 
locations, col 1 lines 39-42). 

o A server for receiving via the Internet a media program request from a client, the 
media program request specifying a media program and a digital delivery format 
in which the client desires to receive the media program (the server receives a 
request for a specified media program from the client via a network specifying the 
format for delivery, col 2 lines 53-59). 

o Selecting and converting apparatus for selecting the specified media program 
from the plurality of time scheduled media program signals and for converting the 
selected media program into a digital format (the server selects and converts the 
broadcast into the digital format selected by the client, col 2 lines 55-59). 

o Storage apparatus for storing in a data file at least a portion of the selected 
media program in the digital format specified by the client to the server (the 
server selects an appropriate storage device, col 2 lines 55-57). 

o The media delivery device, being responsive to a delivery request from the client 
received via the Internet for transmitting the media program from the storage 
apparatus to the client via the Internet (the server can transmit the recorded 



Application/Control Number: 09/440,356 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2153 

program as streaming audio or as a data file to be stored remotely via a network, 
col 2 lines 62-66, col 3 lines 53-56). 

Shteyn however lacks notifying apparatus for notifying the client-of an Internet 
address specifying one of the Internet media delivery devices and a data file of the 
storage apparatus storing at least a portion of the specified media program. 

Peterson discloses a system for the scheduling and delivery of media content to 
a client. In this system Peterson discloses a notifying apparatus for sending a message 
to the client via the computer network a message identifying an Internet address from 
which the stored media program can be accessed (a notification is made to the client by 
the scheduling subsystem that contains sufficient information, such as a network 
address, and explains how to retrieve the data, col 4 lines 20-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shteyn to 
include a notifying apparatus for sending to the client, via the computer network, a 
message identifying an Internet address from which the stored media program can be 
accessed as taught by Peterson. Including this would increase the ease with which the 
user can retrieve recorded media from the server, and also allow the user to download 
the media at a time more convenient for the client. 

In regards to claim 20, Shteyn discloses at least one of the plurality of media 
program signals represents a time based broadcast signal (a sporting event with a 
definitive start time, col 2 lines 47-49) and the media program selecting system 
comprises: 
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o a scheduler which is responsive to a media program request and scheduled 
broadcast time information for selecting a specified media program (the server 
utilizes an electronic programming guide to find the broadcast time before 
recording, col 1 lines 37-39). 

In regards to claim 21 , Shteyn discloses at least one of the media delivery 
devices delivers media programs in a streaming video format (col 2 lines 63-63). 

In regards to claim 22, Shteyn discloses the media delivery device delivers media 
programs in a streaming video format. Real Media is a streaming video format and 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize for streaming the program to 
the client. 

In regards to claim 23, Shteyn discloses the media delivery device delivers media 
programs in a streaming video format. Net Show Video is a streaming video format and 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize for streaming the program to 
the client. 

In regards to claim 24, Shteyn discloses the specified media program is a 
television broadcast of a sporting event (a basketball game is selected for recording, col 
3 lines 61-62). 
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In regards to claim 25, Shteyn discloses the specified media program is a motion 
picture (a television network program can be recorded, whether a television show or 
motion picture, col 3 lines 25-29). 

In regards to claim 26, Shteyn discloses a media server comprising: 

o A plurality of media program signals each representing a media program (a 
complete television broadcast list, col 1 lines 36-37). 

o A plurality of media delivery devices, each media delivery device for providing 
stored media programming in a predetermined format over a computer network 
(a plurality of servers used for delivery of media located in several geographic 
locations, col 1 lines 39-42). 

o A request apparatus for receiving via a computer network, a storage request from 
a client, the storage request specifying a media program and a delivery format in 
which the client desires to receive the media program (the server receives a 
request for a specified media program from the client via a network specifying the 
format for delivery, col 2 lines 53-59). 

o Apparatus for selecting the specified media program from the plurality of media 
program signals and for storing the selected media program in a digital format 
compatible with the specified delivery format (the server selects and converts the 
broadcast into the digital format selected by the client, col 2 lines 55-59). 
Shteyn however does not directly disclose a notifying apparatus for notifying the 
client of a computer network address identifying the stored media program. 



< Application/Control Number: 09/440,356 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2153 

Peterson discloses a system for the scheduling and delivery of media content to 
a client. In this system Peterson discloses a notifying apparatus for sending a message 
to the client via the computer network a message identifying a computer network 
address from which the stored media program can be accessed (a notification is made 
to the client by the scheduling subsystem that contains sufficient information, such as a 
network address, and explains how to retrieve the data, col 4 lines 20-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shteyn to 
include a notifying apparatus for sending to the client, via the computer network, a 
message identifying a computer network address from which the stored media program 
can be accessed as taught by Peterson. Including this would increase the ease with 
which the user can retrieve recorded media from the server, and also allow the user to 
download the media at a time more convenient for the client. 

In regards to claim 27, Shteyn discloses a media delivery device responsive to a 
delivery request from the client received via the computer network for transmitting the 
stored media program to the client via the computer network (the server can transmit 
the recorded program as streaming audio or as a data file to be stored remotely via a 
network, col 2 lines 62-66, col 3 lines 53-56). 

In regards to claim 28, Shteyn discloses wherein at least one of the plurality of 
media program signals represents a time based broadcast signal (a sporting event with 
a definitive start time, col 2 lines 47-49) and the media server comprises: 



• 
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o A scheduler which is responsive to a storage-request and broadcast time 
information for selecting a specified media program (the server utilizes an 
electronic programming guide to find the broadcast time before recording, col 1 
lines 37-39). 

In regards to claim 29, Shteyn discloses the media server prepares for delivery to 
a client only media programs or portions of media programs broadcast after the receipt 
by the server of the request from a client (the server does not begin to store or transmit 
until a program is selected, col 1 lines 35-39). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John R Brancolini whose telephone number is (703) 
305-7107. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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